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LOST & FOUND FERRETS

Have you lost your beloved ferret? OR 

Have you found someone’s ferret?  

If so, please contact F.A.’s 

Chris K.

Phone: 619/440-8823

Email:  Wuv2sing@cox.net

LOOKING FOR A FERRET or NEED TO FIND A HOME FOR A FERRET?

Check out the Caligornia Ferret Exchange on Yahoo! Groups:

 http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/CAFerretExch/

Sign up & post at your own risk—Fish & Game may be lurking.
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Meetings & Contact Information
Concord-Northern California Ferret Alliance: 

Last Tues of each month at 7p.m. Marie Callender's; 2090   

Diamond Blvd.  Kimberly 925-783-0767; lzylilk@comcast.net or 

Lili 415-497-5481; pocha@aol.com

Hayward/Freemont: Golden State Ferret Society: 

1st Tues of the month at The Ranch Restaurant; 22877       

Mission Blvd., Hayward.  Donna 510-579-1558 or 510-583-

0799; jhaze@sbcglobal.net; www.goldenstateferretsociety.org

Hesperia/High Desert:

2nd Tues of  the month at 7 p.m. IHOP on Main St., Hesperia. 

Barbara or Joanne at 760-949-6670; bcamp33996@aol.com

Humboldt: Contact Suni for meeting time and location at 

707-496-9185; SunFerret@suddenlink.net

Long Beach: Call Joe for meeting time and location at 

714-969-1404; ferretsanon@yahoo.com

Ontario/Riverside: Call Sharon at 626-241-7647; 

shrnkrk@earthlink.net

Orange County: Kay 714-838-3326. 

Orange County - OCFerrets: 

2nd Sat of every other month at 2 p.m. at Heritage Park in 

Irvine. Contact Dawn 949-241-1189; ocferrets@yahoo.com 

or Lance 949-303-8481; www.ocferrets.org

Riverside/Corona: Contact Gina for meeting time and location 
at 951-660-6630; gina@ferretshome.com

Sacramento-West Coast Ferrets: 

2nd Tues of the month at 7p.m. at La Placita Dos Restaurant; 
8036 Greenback Lane, Citrus Heights. Debby 916-310-0017; 

weazelluv@westcoastferrets.com, www.westcoastferrets.com

San Diego-East County: Contact Chris for meeting time and 
location at 619-440-8823; wuv2sing@cox.net

Ridgecrest/High Desert: Contact Gail for meeting time and 
place at 760-912-7221; GLLjoberg@gmail.com

San Diego-Metro: Contact Pat for meeting time and location at 
619-303-0645; pat@ferretsanon.com

San Fernando Valley: Contact Carl for meeting time and 

location at 818-831-7819.

San Francisco-Northern California Ferret Alliance:  

2nd Thurs of each month at 7p.m. at IHOP; 2299 

Lombard St., San Francisco. Kimberly 925-783-0767; 

lzylilk@comcast.net or Lili 415-497-5481; 

pocha@aol.com; www.ncferretalliance.org

San Gabriel Valley: 4th Sat of each month at 

12:30p.m. at Home Taste Restaurant; 106 W. Foothill 

Blvd., Glendora. Claudia 626-327-2917

Santa Clarita: Contact Barri or Robert at 661-252-6093 

for meeting time and location; 

feezelparty@earthlink.net

Vallejo: Contact Lisa for meeting time and place at 

510-407-1392; caoutlaws4@aol.com

Ventura: No meetings scheduled. Jennifer 805-384-

1670. jrchesla@hotmail.com
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Halloween Advice from Loki (the Ferret)
Loki the Ferret here to tell you about the joys-err, I mean, hazards of Halloween and ferrets.  

I love finding and eating things that I shouldn’t—especially if they are covered in plastic and are soft, chewy and sweet. I 
may not always eat it all. I may just chew on it a little and find a place to put it or later. (Hopefully it won’t melt and be 
stuck to the carpet under your bed… again.) I love to try and run out the front door (or any door for that matter) when it 
opens. The more times it opens the more fun it is.  I also love to be dressed in outrageous costumes. Ok, that last one 
was a lie - it is very irritating to have anything attached to my body that inhibits my running, jumping and investigating. I 
know I look cute in pictures, but that’s beside the point!  

You might have noticed that the aforementioned list coincides quite 
well with Halloween activities. I would wager that many of my     
species have the same tastes. Therefore, I am going to tell you what 
to do during Halloween to keep someone like my roommate Taz 
safe (because he won’t like it. He always tries to drag me around by 
the scruff and I hate that).  

First, the candy issue. Don’t put the candy out anywhere where he 
can get to it or climb to get it. If he can smell it, he’s going to try to 
get to it! Don’t let the kids hide their stash in their rooms or dump it 
on the floor either -that would be way too easy. It can only be in one 
place – somewhere up high! All types of candy can be harmful, even 
one piece.  

Secondly, he should probably be in his cage or confined to a back 
room when it’s time for the trick-or-treaters.  The doorbell is going to 
be ringing all the time and if he is out it will be hard to keep  track of 
him while handing out candy, every single time. He might tell you 
he’s just going out for a closer look at their costumes, but (trust me 
on this), once he’s out he’s quick! Save the meet-and-greet for    
another time.  

Finally the costumes (remember how much cuter Taz looks in them 
than  me, Mom?). If you insist on putting him in the little devil suit 
(horns and all), get the pictures (I want those pictures) and then   
remove the costume. Don’t let him go and run around with it on, even if I would have a good laugh. No matter how much 
he pretends to love it and how secure you think it is, he will get it off—oh yes. But he could get caught in a string or cape 
and its disaster time. Or, after getting it off, he might see it lying helpless on the floor and decide to consume the        
evidence of his freedom. Either way, it’s not good!  

So, as much as I hate to say it, there’s not much about Halloween that is really good for us, except maybe the Peanuts’ 
Great Pumpkin cartoon. Let us curl up with you a few nights before Halloween, throw in a sip of Ferretone or a Foamy 
Fry to chew on, and watch the show!

P.S.—Speaking of pumpkins, we’ll chew on those too! -Especially the ones with the candles inside. Don’t put them 
where we can get to them and crawl in…

Dictated by Christine F. for Loki
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Finding Your Ferret’s Second Best Friend: The Vet 
The most common misconception about finding a vet for your ferret is that it IS legal for veterinarians in  California to 
treat ferrets even though ferrets are illegal to have as pets. They are not required to report you to authorities. All ferrets 
require veterinary care during their lives (many require extensive care later in life), and the sooner you establish a      
relationship with a veterinarian, the better prepared you will be to face these challenges.  

You find yourself looking in the phonebook and say to yourself, “There are 50 vets listed here—how do I know which one 
to call?” -Not all veterinarians are experienced in ferret care.  In fact, those that are ferret knowledgeable are a select 
group. If you live in a more rural area, you may have to travel a greater distance to find the experience you seek.  

Begin instead by locating the closest Ferrets Anonymous chapter to you.  This is conveniently listed in the Paw Print      
(the publication you’re reading right now!) or ask a local ferret club. Members of these organizations will be able to     
recommend what vets they use. Networking with other ferret owners is also a great idea because they may also be able 
to help you with ferret-related health questions as they come up. Another helpful resource is the Internet. There are 
many websites dedicated to ferrets and a number of email lists that specifically address ferret health care. The Ferret 
Health List is a Yahoo! Group dedicated to ferret health and their list of ferret vets can be found at 
http://www.ferrethealth.org/vets/. There is also a comprehensive “California Ferret Vet List” at 
http://www.fevang.org/ferrets/fvl.html and a new list being developed for FerretsAnonymous.org that will be online soon.  

If, after all this, you need to return to the phone book, be prepared to look for practices that advertise experience with 
“exotics.” Many of us don’t particularly consider our fuzzies to be “exotic” as they’re running across the room with our 
keys, but this continues to be the way they are referred to in the veterinary community.  

Whew! -All that just to find a name or two? -Now for the real work. Before making a decision on a veterinarian, you will 
need to find out more information. If you have more than one vet to choose from, you may want to check out each one to 
decide which  you feel most comfortable with depending on their level of experience and knowledge.  

Find out what level of ferret care they offer. Basic vaccine and wellness care that any vet can provide, or do they offer 
surgery and intensive care? Does the vet carry ferret-specific vaccines? A discussion on vaccination is a whole other 
article, but you should know up front that ferrets should only be vaccinated for distemper and rabies. The vaccines used 
need to have been specifically approved for use in ferrets (not just cat or dog vaccines). Do they have wellness plans for 
ferrets? Does the vet do surgery or does he or she refer to another veterinarian? Even routine diagnostics such as blood 
work and x-rays require ferret-specific knowledge. Inquire about general costs. Vet care can become expensive, so it is a 
good idea to be prepared for what you may face. Another extremely important area of ferret treatment is emergency 
care. Many emergencies can become life-threatening for ferrets in a matter of hours or less due to ferrets tiny size. You 
should know ahead of time where to go if something happens. Your vet may be able to treat a ferret emergency, but are 
they available on nights and weekends? Some vets are available on-call (especially if they are the only one in the area 
who treats exotic animals) but some are not. If not, be sure to check with the local emergency vet to see if they treat  
ferrets. Also check with your regular veterinarian to see who he or she refers to whenever he or she isn’t available.  

It’s time to take your fuzzy in for her first exam, but the interview process isn’t over! When you get there, how does the 
hospital look? Is it clean and maintained? Are you comfortable? Is it calm or chaotic? Is the staff friendly? Do they seem 
knowledgeable speaking with you and handling your ferret? During the exam, does the vet seem comfortable with you 
and your ferret (and are you comfortable talking with him or her)? Is the vet good at answering your questions? If you’re 
not comfortable for any reason, keep track of what you like and didn’t like and keep on looking! Sometimes you may 
choose a vet that doesn’t have a lot of ferret-specific knowledge or experience but is willing to do the research to answer 
your questions and provide excellent care. This is great too—every great ferret vet had to start somewhere and yours 
may be a great one in the making! It may take a few great clients to help push them to become the best ferret vet -yet.

I know this has been a long journey, but choosing the right vet for you and your ferret and being prepared for the care 
your ferret is going to need is one of the most important decisions you can make for your friend. She may never tell you 
she loves going to the vet, but it will make a big difference when you are secure in taking her there.

By Christine F.
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A Girl and Her “Goo” - How Pingford’s Porridge Came to Be
It’s been almost 10 years since I became the plaything for two tiny albino ferrets.  A good friend of mine was relocating to California 
and she asked me if I’d give her ferrets a home, as transporting them to California would be risky. I’d met the little ones before and 
had held and hugged them. I was quite taken with both of them. So I happily agreed to take them into my home and care for them. 
Never minding that I didn’t know fact one about caring for ferrets, let alone what to feed them. I’d figure it out. Feed them, water them, 
and take them out of the cage from time to time.  How difficult could it be?  

I was sent home with two ferrets, a very small and old cage, some cage accessories, a box of raisins and a bag of kitten kibble. The 
kibble was the best you could buy, I was told. Luna and her brother Rumples had all they needed for a happy life!  

After interacting with the ferrets for a few days, I noticed several things. Firstly, they didn’t want to stay in that blasted cage! They 
wanted out of that cage badly and immediately. I wondered where it was they thought they needed to be. They were cage dwellers, I’d 
been assured. Secondly, even with my limited knowledge base, Luna and Rumples looked thin and they’re fur was brittle and dry. 
Even their energy levels didn’t seem right to me.  

I began to fret. I knew I could be doing more for my newly adopted babies. By now, I was in big love with  these little ones. I began 
researching and learning all I could about the domesticated ferret’s nutritional needs. 

I lived in an area of the country with limited resources as far as ferret health care and general information.  So I spent months reading 
everything I could on ferret diet, common medical issues, training and personality  traits.  I began calling ferret shelters across the 
country, asking for advice on how to care for my 2 babies. I scoured articles and joined online ferret groups.  I learned a lot during that 
first year. And I was convinced a proper diet may very well be a big part of a longer, healthier, happier life for my ferrets.  

I discovered Luna and Rumples had a need for food with high protein, high meat-based fat, low fiber and virtually no grain fillers that 
were present in the “high end” kitten kibble I’d been feeding.  Rather than carbohydrates and sugars, they needed protein for energy. 
The first thing I did was get rid of the “high end” kitten kibble. I began feeding them more nutritionally balanced ferret kibble and     
supplementing that with meat baby foods and blends of Omega-3 oils. It was only a few weeks before I noticed marked improvement 
in energy levels and skin and coat health. Of course, everything I’d read indicated I should be checking the litter box for anything   
suspicious. The litter box deposits looked good, too! 

While I was pleased with the steadily improving health of my ferrets, I still felt they were missing out on some essential diet elements 
that could only be obtained from blends of real meats.  I wanted to get rid of the meat baby foods. I felt I could provide a healthy meat 
ferret food on my own that would be less expensive and more nutritionally sound.  

I experimented with recipe after recipe.  Initially, chicken was my core ingredient. I made a sort of mash using whole chickens, bones 
included. I played with the blend until I came up with a thick chicken paste. I stored this meaty goo in the freezer and added water to 
thin for easy feedings. Finally, my ferrets were eating real meat and loving every last bit of it during their  twice-daily feedings.  I was 
nothing short of amazed at the results. – But I still wanted more. I went back to the drawing board and did more research and        
discovered there were other meats which could provide even more nutrients for my beloved ferrets.  

By the way, 2 years into my life with ferrets, the little white angels had completely taken control of my home and my schedule! I spent 
hours in the kitchen and at the butcher shop trying to add years and happiness to the lives of my ferrets. I knew I couldn’t ever have a 
home without the “little people” smack dab in the center of it ever again! It may be interesting to note that in all my research during that 
first year, I neglected to focus on some important information regarding  
gender. I took my “boy and girl” to a ferret day care and was promptly    
informed I had two female ferrets. Well, I made my apologies to the      
Rumples and we agreed to speak of it rarely. She forgave me rather quickly 
and she stayed with me until she was 7 years old, as did her life partner, 
Luna.  They passed within 24 hours of one another a few years ago. They 
gave me more than I ever, ever gave to them.  

As I worked my way to creating a nutritionally balanced ferret food over the 
next 8 years, I found myself living in several different U.S. States, involved 
with ferret rescue and sheltering. My home became a halfway point be-
tween a ferret shelter and a forever home.  This gave me ample opportunity 
to feed neglected, sick, afraid and ill-tempered ferrets in need of serious 
TLC and good eats. I took my original chicken blend and added lean red 
beef, hearty organs like beef heart, tongue, liver and soft beef suet. I even-
tually incorporated whole cooked eggs (with shells) into my mix for a blast 
of calcium and protein.  The little ones thrived and adjusted well to their diet 
and surroundings. 
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